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Why does IPBES matter, how does it work and what does it do?
This presentation will give you an overview of

the importance of IPBES;
its purpose and four interlinked functions;

the approved assessments and workshop reports including a schematic depiction
of the assessment process;

IPBES’ history;

its structure;

how to get involved;

the structure and function of the German IPBES Coordination Office.
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75%

of the land area has been
significantly altered

90%

of land is projected
to be significantly
altered, by 2050

3%

only of the ocean surface
still considered wild

1 million

of plants and animal
species out of an
estimated total of 8.1
million species are at risk
of extinction

>85%

of wetland area
has been lost
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“The fabric of life is not only getting smaller, it is also getting increasingly thinner,
simpler and more frayed”

Sandra Diaz (co-chair, IPBES global assessment, 2019) 3



https://ipbes.net/global-assessment

{
Ipbes The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services:

Science and Policy
for People and Nature I

Two-way
communication
strengthens the
science-policy
interface to provide

requested evidence
for the conservation
and sustainable use
of biodiversity and
ecosystems.
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What does IPBES do?

The work of IPBES can be broadly grouped into four interlinked functions:

1.

Assessments (=expert evaluation of the state of knowledge): On specific
themes, methodological issues and at both the regional and global levels.

Policy Support: Identify policy-relevant tools and methods to support policy
formulation and implementation. More information can be found here.

Building Capacity & Knowledge: Prioritize capacity building needs to further
develop the policy-science interface and provide and attract funding and
other support. More information can be found here.

Communications & Outreach: Ensuring the widest reach and impact of the
IPBES work. More information can be found here.

(Source: https://ipbes.net/about)
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IPBES’ work is:

Independent,
unbiased, policy
relevant, credible,
legitimate, respectful
of diverse knowledge
forms, multi- & trans-
disciplinary.



https://ipbes.net/o4-supporting-policy
https://ipbes.net/building-capacity
https://ipbes.net/communications-stakeholder-engagement
https://ipbes.net/about
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Approved IPBES assessments — available online here
2016 (IPBES-4): 2018 (IPBES-6): e 2019 (IPBES-7): 2022 (IPBES-9):

watch a .
short video ; , ' : /m\
about each : 4 i
report

The assessment report on
POLLINATORS,
POLLINATION AND

THE
AND VALUATION
OF NATURE

FOOD PRODUCTION The regional assessment report on
SUMMARY FOR POUICYIAKERS BIODIVERSITY AND BIODIVERSITY
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES ANDECOSYSTEM SUMMARY FOR POLICYMAKERS
FOR AFRICA ! \
ipbes b

This, glob
@ssessment repagt o

he assessment report or
THE SUSTAINABLE
USE OF WILD SPE

SUMMARY FOR X

The regional assessment report on jonal assess
SUMMARY FOR POLICYMAKERS BIODIVERSITY AND BIODIVER D
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

FOR THE AMERICAS FOR ASIA AND
THE PACIFIC ipbes

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

ipbes


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgZN9W-o2yo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewOh8dXLrGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpAuliJ8eWw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3L3v8wbzgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCt7aai17Nk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YwkYbeiwK5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZfcDmtGa9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eYK5ibTOMA
https://ipbes.net/assessing-knowledge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPamPp_GeCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TA7ZHLtD3o
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Simplified presentation of an IPBES assessment process :

Pre-scoping: undertaken by the Multidisciplinary Expert Panel of
the IPBES (including relevance, existing knowledge, data
availability)

In-depth scoping: undertaken by a nominated international group
of experts

Plenary consultation and approval of in-depth scoping document
Call for nomination of experts by governments & organizations
Assessment process starts

External reviews of first & second order chapter drafts & Summary
for Policymakers (SPM)

Adoption of report/ approval of SPM by the IPBES Plenary

Plonary
approves the
SPM line by line

assessment
findings™
F»

s

evaluations=.

: x » F‘Exzper.@,.% ‘

ide to the production of assessment reports

7


https://ipbes.net/resource-file/18539
https://ipbes.net/multidisciplinary-expert-panel
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Workshop Reports: another IPBES output

By conducting scientific workshops IPBES is able to respond to urgent demands and emerging issues. Also, the
format is used to collaborate with other science-policy interfaces (i.e. IPCC).

The workshop reports and any recommendations or conclusions contained therein have not been reviewed,
endorsed or approved by the IPBES Plenary. However, they contain highly relevant scientific information that i.e.
informs IPBES assessment processes.

IPBES workshop on biodiversity and IPCC/IPBES co-sponsored
. BIODIVERSITY AND . . .
pandemics CLIMATE CHANGE workshop on biodiversity

(27 — 31 July 2020) Clckthe and climate change
- (14 - 17 December 2020)

to see
the
reports

IPBES WORKSHOP
ON BIODIVERSITY
AND PANDEMICS
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

See also:

Online-Dossier of the German
IPBES Coordination Office on the
. links between biodiversity loss
npbes and epidemics.

Feydzhet Shabanov / Adobe Stock



https://ipbes.net/events/ipbes-ipcc-co-sponsored-workshop-biodiversity-and-climate-change
https://www.de-ipbes.de/de/Online-Dossier-zum-Zusammenhang-zwischen-Biodiversitatsverlust-und-Epidemien-2004.html
https://ipbes.net/events/ipbes-workshop-biodiversity-and-pandemics
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The history of IPBES

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) was
established in 2012 by governments, including
Germany, as an independent intergovernmental body
that provides policy-makers and other decision-
making processes with evidence-based information
on the status and trends of biodiversity and
ecosystem services.

IPBES is not a United Nations body. However, the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
provides the secretariat services for IPBES.

See the following links for more information about the history of IPBES:
About | IPBES secretariat

Collaborative partnership arrangement to establish an institutional link
between the Plenary of IPBES and UNEP, UNESCO, FAO and UNDP | IPBES
secretariat



https://ipbes.net/about
https://ipbes.net/collaborative-partnership

IPBES Structure

Decision-making body:

*  Decision on the work program

¢ Decision on the budget

¢ Adoption of the IPBES reports (Assessments / SPM)

¢ Election of Bureau and Multidisciplinary Expert
Panel (MEP)

* Prepares meetings

*  Receives tasks from the plenum

*  Organizes the implementation of
the work program. More

Observers

(incl. Technical
Support Units

Administrative functions, e.g.:
* Management of the plenary.
* Implementing decisions between two plenaries

(intersessional period). IPBES Chair + 4 Vice-Chairs + 5 additional Officers.

\_ ° Participation in the development of documents. More.

Science-Policy Interface

(Scientific & technical functions, e.g.:

*  Establishment of task forces & expert groups

»  Supervision/leadership of scientific tasks
Responsibility for quality control (review). More.

\. 5 experts from each of the 5 UN Regionen.
(" Functions of the Task Forces: Scoping Assessment The MEP selects a group of experts to
* The Plenary established 5 task forces with specific Task FO rces EXpe rt grOU pS EXpert prepare the scoping/assessment report.
terms of reference to advance specific elements of the
IPBES work program. More. grou ps_
\ 10

(Sources: www.ipbes.net and ,, The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) —
A brief introduction for scientists, policy makers, and practitioners" (NeFo & ValuES, 2017), modified)


https://ipbes.net/members-observers
https://ipbes.net/accredited-organisations
http://www.ipbes.net/
https://ipbes.net/secretariat
https://ipbes.net/bureau
https://ipbes.net/multidisciplinary-expert-panel
https://ipbes.net/experts
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How can you get involved?

There is a wide range of opportunities to engage with IPBES, including:

Contributing as a nominated expert to scoping, assessment or workshop
reports — as an author, editor or reviewer.

Supporting capacity and knowledge-building work by contributing with
expertise, data or other resources.

Serving as a regional or subregional communication and outreach
partner.

Participating in various networks of stakeholders engaging with IPBES
(e.g. national IPBES Forum, ECAnetwork, Open-ended Network of IPBES
Stakeholders - ONet).

As an accredited observer in plenaries and stakeholder meetings.

Member of the Multidisciplinary Expert Panel (MEP).

The GLOBAL
ASSESSMENT

{)
L

(Photos: IPBES Secretariat)


https://www.de-ipbes.de/de/Nationale-IPBES-Foren-1697.html
http://www.eca-ipbesnetwork.org/
https://onet.ipbes.net/
https://ipbes.net/multidisciplinary-expert-panel
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Opportunities to engage with IPBES as an early career individual:

IPBES calls for nomination of experts for assessments include

o e N UNO = @
an invitation to governments & institutions and organizations @:ﬁpbb)es
to nominate fellows. e mry
30 August 2022
* The IPBES Fellows programme: Opportunity for early- Fwizenafsz
career individuals to participate in IPBES assessments. The Moeadars oMo Moo of ks il t mathodeogo st of

programme is an integral part of IPBES work on capacity-
building

* IPBES Fellowship Alumni Network:
* Pool of experts for upcoming assessments

* Mentors and resource persons for new fellows

e Ambassadors for IPBES in their local institutions and

H IPBES Fellows are paired up with a senior expert who acts as a mentor.
cou ntrles Click the screenshot to watch the video. 12



https://ipbes.net/ipbes-fellowship-programme
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tc9CGoBz2MY&feature=emb_logo
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IPBES-related structure in Germany (schematic):

- Environment Research Other Federal
| - ini Ministry Ministries
(BMBF)

Supporting government in IPBES- Other national IPBES-

related activities related coordination
Integrating national expertise in

IPBES processes

Provides scientific and technical support bodies and regional
Informing stakeholders (co-funded by BMBF & BMUV)

networks

Scientists, universities, science & research organizations,
students, agencies, NGOs, private sector, media

13



ge. ipbes

Deutsche Koordinierungsstelle

German IPBES Coordination office informs via: German transiation of the [PBES assessments:
*  Annual national IPBES Forum: see here

*  Bi-annual newsletter: see here and register here

*  Explanatory brochures and German translations of IPBES
assessments — jointly with IPBES experts, the NFP and |
BMBF: see here S

*  Qutreach activities, presentations and discussions with all
stakeholder groups: see here

Brochures and fact sheets:

National IPBES Forum + outreach activities

& ipbes &N ipbes A ipbes
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https://www.de-ipbes.de/files/Bestaeuber-Broschuere_ipbes_deutsch.pdf
https://www.de-ipbes.de/de/Nationale-IPBES-Foren-1697.html
https://www.de-ipbes.de/de/Newsletter-1829.html
https://www.de-ipbes.de/de/Newsletter-1709.html
https://www.de-ipbes.de/de/Publikationen-1710.html
https://www.de-ipbes.de/index.html
https://www.de-ipbes.de/files/IPBES_Faltblatt-2019.pdf
https://www.de-ipbes.de/files/IPBES_Bluehkalender2020.pdf
https://www.de-ipbes.de/files/IPBES%20GA_SPM_DE_2020.pdf
https://www.de-ipbes.de/files/IPBES_SPM_ECA_2019_deutsch.pdf

ipbes

Register on the IPBES website to
receive information from the IPBES
secretariat:
https://ipbes.net/user/login

Deutsche Koordinierungsstelle

Questions?
Contact: de-ipbes@dIr.de
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Sign up for our bi-annual newsletter
and other IPBES-relevant news:
https://www.de-

ipbes.de/de/Newsletter-1709.html

15
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https://www.de-ipbes.de/de/Newsletter-1709.html
https://ipbes.net/user/login

