
Information of particular relevance
to Indigenous Peoples and local 

communities 
about the 

Call for nominations of experts 
for the 

second IPBES global assessment of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services 

(open 3 February to 6 April 2025) 



Introduction
The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 
will develop the second IPBES global assessment of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services (referred to hereafter as “the second global assessment”), from 2025 to 
2028.

IPBES is now asking for nominations of experts (authors) and fellows to 
participate in the assessment.

The assessment includes a focus on Indigenous and local knowledge (ILK) and 
issues relating to Indigenous Peoples and local communities.

Individuals will relevant knowledge and experience are encouraged to apply.   

Please see the call for nominations of experts (authors) here and fellows here for 
more detailed information about the assessment and the nomination procedure.

The following slides aim to provide a summary of information of particular 
relevance to Indigenous Peoples and local communities in the assessment’s calls 
for nominations and scoping document.
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https://www.ipbes.net/second-global-assessment/experts-nomination/notification
https://www.ipbes.net/second-global-assessment/fellows-nomination/notification


Background to IPBES
IPBES is an independent intergovernmental body, established by Member 
States in 2012. It now has 147 member countries.

The overall objective of IPBES is to strengthen the science-policy interface 
for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, long-term human 
well-being and sustainable development.

The new IPBES  work programme (from 2019 to 2030) has 6 main 
objectives:

• Assessing knowledge (through assessments)

• Building capacity

• Strengthening knowledge foundations (including enhancing work 
with ILK)

• Supporting policy

• Communicating and engaging

• Improving the effectiveness of IPBES
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From its inception, IPBES has recognised the importance of Indigenous and local knowledge 
(ILK) to the conservation and sustainable use of ecosystems, and work with ILK is enshrined 
in the deliverables and objectives of its work.

The IPBES conceptual framework explicitly considers multiple knowledge systems and types 
of values.

IPBES has a dedicated task force on ILK and a technical support unit on ILK based at UNESCO.

IPBES has developed an “approach to recognizing and working with ILK in IPBES”, which was 
approved by the IPBES member states at the fifth IPBES plenary session in 2017. IPBES has 
also developed a methodological guidance to enhance implementation of this approach.

IPBES has produced global-scale environmental assessments that seek to explicitly and 
systematically work with ILK.

You can read more about IPBES work with ILK here and participation by Indigenous Peoples 
and local communities here.

IPBES and Indigenous and local knowledge 

https://ipbes.net/conceptual-framework
https://ipbes.net/sites/default/files/inline/files/ipbes_ilkapproach_ipbes-5-15.pdf
https://ipbes.net/indigenous-local-knowledge-ipbes
https://ipbes.net/participation-iplc-ipbes


▪ A review and evaluation of 
existing information (including 
science and Indigenous and 
local knowledge) 

▪ Provides a knowledge-base 
and options for action for 
policy and decision-makers at 
all levels

▪ Developed by a 
multidisciplinary author group 
from around the world, 
identified through a call for 
nominations of experts

Photo: A community visit during a workshop for the Transformative Change Assessment

What is an IPBES 
assessment?



The second IPBES global 
assessment

Photo: Viet Nam - Western Nghe An Biosphere Reserve - UNESCO 

The text in the following pages has been taken 
directly from the scoping document for the 
second global assessment, and has not been 
edited, so it reflects the text that was agreed by 
the IPBES member states at the eleventh 
session of the IPBES Plenary in 2024. 

It is however only a small portion of the full 
text for the assessment’s scope.

To read the full text, please see the scoping 
document.

https://ipbes.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5da0fed71c7e4399fb28ab549&id=db1af2b738&e=83c9448228
https://ipbes.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5da0fed71c7e4399fb28ab549&id=db1af2b738&e=83c9448228


Objective of the 
second IPBES global 
assessment
The second global assessment 
will strengthen the science-
policy interface on biodiversity 
and nature’s contributions to 
people on a range of spatial 
scales, from the local to the 
global, by providing the 
knowledge and the policy 
support tools needed for 
informed decision-making. 

P
h

o
to

: P
eter B

ates



Methodological approach of the 
second IPBES Global Assessment

The assessment will consist of a summary 
for policymakers and five chapters. 

The assessment will draw on scientific 
literature, Indigenous and local 
knowledge and grey literature, in 
different languages.

The expert team will represent a diverse 
range of backgrounds, disciplines and 
knowledge systems, including Indigenous 
and local knowledge systems, and have 
regional and gender balance. 
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Chapter outlines
The following slides show selected passages 
related to and of relevance to Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities.

To read the full text, please see the scoping 
document. 
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https://ipbes.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5da0fed71c7e4399fb28ab549&id=db1af2b738&e=83c9448228
https://ipbes.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5da0fed71c7e4399fb28ab549&id=db1af2b738&e=83c9448228


Chapter 1: Setting the 
scene
It will present how the assessment 
will incorporate different disciplines 
and different knowledge systems, 
worldviews and values. 

It will also present how the 
assessment will consider a variety of 
perspectives, including those of 
Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities.
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Chapter 2: Different knowledge systems and the 
role of Indigenous Peoples and local communities

This individual chapter will explore the diverse and plural values and 
world views of Indigenous Peoples and local communities all over 
the world, drawing out common themes. 

The chapter will assess the ways in which Indigenous Peoples and 
local communities interact with their environment and the 
reciprocal relationships between nature, including Mother Earth 
and systems of life, and people. 

It will examine the roles of social relationships, kinship, caring and 
the guardianship of nature and how these are supported by the 
knowledge systems of Indigenous Peoples and local communities

This includes values, practices, management, technologies and 
institutions for environmental and territorial governance…

Photo: PASD – Participants of the second dialogue workshop for the Nexus Assessment 



Chapter 2: Continued

The chapter will inform other chapters on how to weave 
together diverse worldviews, including Indigenous and 
local knowledge systems. 

It will draw out common themes and crosscutting 
elements to be considered and further elaborated in the 
following chapters. 

It will document how such views offer ways of 
approaching the relations between nature and people 
and their relevance from the regional to the global scale 
as well as ways of managing conflicts between different 
value systems.

Please see the scoping document online for the full text 
about chapter 2.

Photo: PASD – Participants of the second dialogue workshop for the Nexus Assessment 



Chapter 3: Status and trends

In line with chapter 2, it will provide an updated 
assessment of the evidence on the role and 
contributions of Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities to biodiversity and nature’s 
contributions to people and of the changes 
affecting the relationships among them. 

The assessment of these findings should be 
included, where relevant, in each of the 
subchapters (good quality of life; direct and 
indirect drivers; nature; and nature’s 
contributions to people). 

Photo: UNESCO Man and Biosphere Programme



Chapter 4: Future pathways

The chapter will assess works that represent the perspectives of Indigenous Peoples 
and local communities and their issues of concern regarding future pathways.

Urgency of action. The chapter will focus on the insights that scenarios and models 
provide concerning the pace of action needed to halt and reverse biodiversity loss. 
It will place special emphasis on how these pathways can result in an uneven 
distribution of impacts, costs and benefits for various regions and social groups, 
including for Indigenous Peoples and local communities and their territories and 
future generations.

Transformative pathways. The chapter will also focus on transformative pathways 
for terrestrial, inland water, coastal and marine ecosystems. Examples will include 
cases led by Indigenous Peoples and local communities from different regions. 

Based on the work of chapter 2, the chapter will explore the elements for 
addressing future pathways for a just and sustainable world for people and nature, 
and living in balance and harmony with Mother Earth.

Photo: Peter Bates



Chapter 5: Options for action

Learning from past action. The chapter will critically evaluate the literature on the 
impact of biodiversity-related policies and biodiversity mainstreaming into sectors 
and measures on biodiversity and different groups of people... It will also look at the 
impact on Indigenous Peoples and local communities. 

Building on successful examples. The chapter will present successful cases and 
examples including, but not limited to, initiatives developed and led by Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities in different regions.

A portfolio of options for action. The chapter will consider options for action and 
where the options may be targeted by an array of stakeholders in urban and rural 
areas, including actions that involve and affect Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities.

The chapter will also consider the role of customary institutions of Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities in the governance of nature and nature’s 
contributions to people, and options that stem from ecocentric worldviews that can 
be applied at regional and global scales. 

Photo: Peter Bates 



Recognizing and working with ILK in the assessment
The assessment will address and work with Indigenous and local 
knowledge in line with the IPBES approach to recognizing and 
working with Indigenous and local knowledge.

Implementation of the approach will include: 

(a) Establishing an author liaison group on Indigenous and local 
knowledge tasked with ensuring that ILK is included in individual 
chapters and in narratives throughout the assessment; 

(b) Organizing dialogue workshops with Indigenous Peoples and 
local communities; 

(c) Inviting contributing authors; 

(d) Issuing a call for contributions; 

(e) Developing post-assessment materials and running activities 
for Indigenous Peoples and local communities, with attention to 
free, prior and informed consent.

Photo: Peter Bates



Anticipated ILK dialogue 
workshops for the 
second IPBES global 
assessment
1. Methods / framing / concepts / 

key ILK themes (2025) 

2. First review period (2026)

3. Second review period (2027)

▪ Discussions and community 
visits

➢ Reports available online, cited 
in assessments



How to apply
Please follow the steps given in the notification about the call for 
nomination of experts here.

If you are an early career researcher, you can also apply to be a fellow to 
the assessment here. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the nomination procedure, or 
the second global assessment, please feel welcome to write to the IPBES 
technical support unit on ILK at ILK.TSU.IPBES@unesco.org.

An online dialogue meeting will be organized to provide information 
regarding the required relevant expertise of nominees and the 
nomination process, and will also provide an opportunity for current and 
previous IPBES experts and fellows to share their experiences. The 
dialogue meeting is scheduled for 12 March 2025 at 1 p.m. CET. More 
information will follow shortly.
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https://www.ipbes.net/second-global-assessment/experts-nomination/notification
https://www.ipbes.net/second-global-assessment/fellows-nomination/notification
mailto:ILK.TSU.IPBES@unesco.org
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